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A Sketch of the Views of the Board of Agriculture. 
By Sir J. Sinciair, Prefident of that Board, 
MONG the duties of the Board of Agriculture, there 


was none of more real importance, than that of bringing 
under the confideration of Parliament, fuch meafures as were 
likely to promote the interefts of every defcription of perfons 
connected with hufbandry, more efpecially thofe of the lower 
orders of fociety. With that view, a bill was brought into 
Parliament, on the recommendation of the Board, which had 
paffed into a law, and was likely to prove of much confequence 
to that valuable clafs the common fabourers, who were entitled 
to the peculiar attention of the legiflature, and to the protec + 
tion of the Board, in enabling them to lay out their pittance to 
the beft advantage, and without the rifk of impofition. This 
a&t, which was recommended to the attention of the Board by 
Sir Chriftopher Willoughby, one of its members, and was in- 
troduced into Parliament by Mr. Powys, is intituled, * An 
act for the more effectual prevention of the ufe of defective 
weights, and of falfe and unequal balances.” 

A moft important, but at the fame time a very delicate 
branch of duty, incumbent on the Board, is that of fubmitting 
to the confideration of Parliament, the claims of thofe, who 
merited to be rewarded, on account of difcoveries advantageous 
to agriculture. ‘That any attempt of that fort, it might eafily 
be fuppofed, was liable to many difficulties. That the Board 
had fucceeded in its firft application, in behalf of a very des 
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ferving individual, Mr. Jofeph Elkington, who had carried the 
art of draining land to a perfeCtion hitherto unknown, and 
which, if fpread over the whole kingdom, muft neceflarily 
prove the fource of infinite public benefit. That fum, being 
the firft ever granted by Parliament for any difcovery of im- 
portance to hufbandry, rendered it more valuable to the perfon 
who received it, and more creditable to the Board, in confe- 
quence of whofe recommendation it had becn obtained. That 
the Board had this day appointed a Committee for the purpofe 
of attending to that fubject during the recefs ; by whofe exer- 
tions, he had no doubt, confiderable progrefs would be made, 
in the courfe even of this year, in having thofe individuals 
taught who might be fent with that view to Mr, Elkington. 

There is no duty more incumbent ona Board of Agricul 
ture, than that of recommending fuch meafures as are the moft 
likely to provide a fufficient quantity of food for the people ; 
recommendation, it is well known, is all that a Board pofleffed 
of fuch limited powers can attempt; but, in that refpect, it 
fortunately feems to be poflefled of confiderable influence. 
The deficiency of the laft crop becoming too apparent at the 

-commencement of this year, an extraordinary meeting was 
held to take the fubject into confideration, when the Board re- 
folved to recommend the culture of potatocs as in every point 
of view the refource eafieft to be obtained, and the moft to be 
dependedon. By accounts received from various parts of the 
ifland, it appears, that the recommendation had been attended 
by the beft confequences. “There is every reafon to believe, 
that perhaps 50,000 additional acres of potatoes have been 
planted in confequence of that recommendation. As each 
acre of potatoes will feed, at an average, from eight to ten 
people for twelve months, it is probable that the Board have 
been the means of railing as great a quantity of that food as 
will maintain nearly a million of people for fix months, and 
con{equently it will have been the happy inftrument of pre- 
venting the rifk of fearcity or famine during the enfuing fea- 
fon. For the purpofe of increafing that culture in future, and 
of afcertaining the principle on which it could be beft cons 
ducted, a report has been drawn up and printed, which con- 
tains all the information that could be collected in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, or from forcign publications, on the fubjec 
of potatocs. 

For many years paft conftant complaints have been made of 
the increating price of provifions, Many ceufes have been 
afligned for {uch a circumftance, and many remedies fuggetted s 
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but the moft effectual one undoubtedly is that of cultivating 
the many millions of acres now laying wafte and unpro- 
ductive. That to that point he fhould take the liberty of call- 
ing the attention of the Board early in the courfe of the en= 
fuing feffion ; and in the interim, he trufted, that the Members 
of: the Board would pay every poffible attention to the fubje&. 


“¢ Let us cut off thofe legal bars, 
“ Which crufh the culture of our fruitful ifle : 
“© Were they removed, unbounded wealth would flow, 
“ Our waftes would then with varied produce f{imile, 
s¢ And England foon a fecond Eden prove.” 


The laft, and perhaps the moft important object to which 
the attention of the Board can be directed, is that of attending 
to the fituation and circumftances of the lower orders of the 
people. That important branch of our duty had not been 
neglected during the courfe of the prefentfeffion, In addition 
tothe fpecific meafures above alluded to, a Special Committee 
was appointed to take the general fubjeé into confideration, 
who have laid the foundation, by their inveftigations, for very 
important regulations, in regard to that great branch of politi= 
cal ceconomy. A matter of that importance, however, re- 
quires mych deliberation, before either Parliament can be ape 
plied to for new laws, or any recommendation can be fubmit- 
ted to the confideration of private individuals. 

But there were three points which feemed to meet with a 
very general concurrence. ‘The firft was to promote im- 
provements in the conftruction of cottages, more efpecially to 
afcertain the means by which the confumption of fuel could be 
diminifhed, The fecond to recommend the annexing a large 
garden to each cottage, by which the labourer, with the affilt- 
ance of his family, might be enabled to raife a confiderable 
quantity of provifions, without being obliged to go to market 
for every thing he had occafion for. Many inftances of the 
benefit refulting from iuch an appendage were ftate. in the dif- 
ferent county reports, ad were known to many Members of 
the Board. The third point was, that of encouraging, by 
every poflible means, the extenfion of Friendly Societies, that 
moit fortunate of all inftitutions for the benefit of the poor, 
and the moft likely means, that could poflibly be deviled, for 
rendering their fituation comfortable. 

The variety of important fubje@ts, regarding which it was 
neceflary for the Board to collect information, and of meafures 
which it mighthave occafion to recommend to the puolic 
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attention, having rendered it extremely defirable to eftablifh a 
correfpondence with fome refpectable body in each county, it 
had occurred, that either the grand juries, or the magiftrates 
aflembled at the quarter-feffions, were in every point of view 
the fitteft and moft refpectable defcriptions of perfons for the 
Board to correfpond with. That a circular letter had been 
fent by the Board, fuggefting the many public advantages that 
might be derived, by eftablifhing a Committee of the magif- 
trates in each county, to correfpond with the Board upon fuch 
fubjeéts, which there is every reafon to believe will be cordially 
acceded to; a moft defirable circumftance, as fuch an inter- 
courfe could not fail to be productive of confequences equally 
fatisfa€tory to the Board, and important to the general interefts 
of the country. 

The Prefident concluded his addrefs in the following words: 

** On the whole, the Board have only to perfevere, with 
zeal and alacrity, in the great caufe in which they are now en- 
gaged, in order to effect objeAs, which were never compafled 
in any other country, and which, without an inftitution, car- 
ried on with fuch zeal and encrgy, would never have been fup- 
pofed attainable. And in carrying on this great undertaking, 
we ought to confider, that we are not only labouring for ours 
felves and our pofterity, and for the nations by whom we are 
furrounded, who muft profit from our inftructions, and be be- 
nefited by our example, but that we are laying a foundation for 
the future profperity and happinefs of the human race ; fince 
their profperity and happinefs muft ever depend, on the facility 
with which their means of fuftenance can be provided. This 
country has much to boaft of, In the arts of war it has had 
few equals ; in commerce and manufaturing induftry, it has 
gone beyond all competition ; in every branch of learning, 
it has produced individuals, who can rival the proudeft names 
antiquity can exhibit; and if in addition to thofe other re- 
fources of fame and credit, it can bring agriculture, and the 
ufeful art connected with it, to perfe€tion, (which by the exer= 
tion of this Board can hardly fail to be {peedily accomplifhed, ) 
where is the nation that will be able to make fuch a diftin- 
guifhed figure in the page of hiftory ?” 








On the CAUSES of SCARCITY. 


of primitive and ancient ufage of all markets was, that 
grainand cheefe be pitched in the markets, or ftand in 
waggons, 
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waggons, in the market places or fairs, for the accommodation 
of the publick; and any grain or cheefe by wholefale, fold or 
bought any other way, ufed to be called unfair and unlawful, 
and actually is unlawful, as againft exifting laws. Then, 
when articles were in the market, they muft be either fold or 
taken back, or lodged till another day, which circumftance 
oftentimes made the markets fall ; foreftalling was not then in 
practice. But now the Badgers ride about the country to the 
farmers’ houfes, to buy of them their grain and cheefe, and 
lodge it in their warehoufes, and communicate with each other 
by letter all over the nation, to know and to devife how to rife 
the markets. No grain is now to be bought but by fample, and 
there isenough to be bought, if you give moncy enough for 
it; that is to fay, every day more and more money. 

A monopolifer, it is evident, muft be a nuifa:.ce to fociety 3 
a retailer isa neceflary part. Of what ufe is that Badger to 
the publick, who buys wheat, and barley, and beans, and o oats 3 
and fells wheat, and beans, and barley, and oats ?—of none. 
The man who buys wheat fhould fell meal or bread; he who 
buys barley fhould fell malt; he who buys beans fhould buy 
them for his own cattle; he who buys oats fhould {cil oatmeal 5 
and the retailer fhould buy any kind of grain to fell retail in his 
fhop. The Badger is of fimilar ufe to fociety as a flock of 
fheep would be toa grazier, wich fhould eat up his paiture 
and inftead of sddaied: wool, or mutton or lamb, fhould 
only produce him the fame grafs they had eaten off his paftures 5 
for grain is the worle for going through the Badger’s hands. Ie 
is aptto imell very ftrong before they part with it—all grain 
keeps beft in the ftraw. 

t is felf evident that when (as the cafe was) millers, 
bakers, maititersy waggoners (which laft, by the byc, are often 
Badgers), and the oatmealmakers had and now have, money 
enough tocarry on their refpective trades, that grain of all kind 
was bought and fold at a fair uninfluenced price, and the publick 
were weil ferved.— This was the refult of the ancient and 
lawful ufages of markets being in practice ;. but when to thefe 
men, and their capitals, adequate toevery good purpofe, a fet 
of Badgers rufh into the markets, and vilit the farmers at their 
homes, to buy their grain and cheefe, to prevent their coming 
with it to market, then, as the cafe is, the markets muft greatly 
rife, and the publick, inftead of being ferved by honeft men, 
muft become a prey to Badgers, 
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An extraordinary Inflance of Ingratitude. 
[From Mr. Watkins’s Travels. } 


it the year 1769, one Roffiter,a young Irifhman, came to 
Leghorn in fearch of adventures ; with no other recom- 
mendation than the deportment of a gentleman, added to a 
fine figure and countenance. 

Soon after his arrival, a lady, whofe perfonal property was 
confiderable, faw and became violently enamoured of him ; 
which was foon fucceeded by a direé&t propofal on her part 
(no uncommon thing in Italy )to live with her. 

Ashe had been previoufly informed of her circumftances, 
and was pleafed with her perfon, he immediately clofed with the 
offer ; and they in confequence refided together in all the 
warmth of love, and intimacy of marriage. 

Her paffion for him had at firft prompted her to difregard 
the common law of modefty ; after cohabitation it grew to 
fuch excefs, as to trample on all prudence ; for not fatisfied 
with having purchafed for him a Lieutenancy in the Tufcan 
Army, fhe anticipated his every with, more than fupported his 
profufion, and on being obliged to vifit her relations ina diftant 
part of Italy, entrufted him in her abfence with her jewels, 
her money, and in fhort every thing fhe owned. 

Can you fuppofe that a man fo cherifhed, and fo relied on, 
could betray a confidence of this nature? fhould you wonder 
at it, how much greater willbe your furprife, when I tell you, 
that he not only robbed her of her property, but of her life. 

She returned to Leghorn fooner than fhe had intended, 
being pregnant by this monfter, who received her with every 
mark of unaltered affection ; but that fame night murdered 
her inthe very bedchamber, that had fo often been the guilty 
fcene of her weaknefs and affection ; a place that fhould, of all 
others, have been inviolable. 

The deed was foon difcovered, and Roffiter apprehended, 
judged, and condemned to the gallies for life. 

Previoufly to the execution of this fentence, he was led out, 
before the troops of the garrifon, when his {word was broken 
over his head, his uniform ftripped from him, for the coarfe 
habit of-a galley flave, and thus, with a halter about his neck, 
was he delivered over to his punifhment, under every mark of 
degradation and infamy. 

Yet even this wretch, thus Rigmatized, could create affection 
an the female fex, who took every epportunity of fupplying 
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him with food; and one, a woman of condition, exerted all 
her intereft to obtain his releafe, for the purpofe (as it is faid) 
of marrying him; but the good Lecpold rejected the petition 
with horror, declaring he fhould look upon that manasa dif- 
grace tohis Court, who could intercede on fo wicked anoc- 
cafion. How more than brutal was the affection that could 
attach itfelf to fuch a monfter as Rofiiter ! 





Sketch of the Charatter of George the Firft. 


HE following account of this excellent Prince is taken 

from a pamphlet written by Mr. Toland in the year 
1705. 
«“ The Ele&tor Gecrge-Louis was born in the year 1660. 
He is a middle fized, well-proportioned man, of a genteel 
addrefs, and good appearance. He is not much addicted to 
any diverfion except hunting. He is referved, {peaks little, 
but judicioufly.. He uaderitands our conftitution the beft 
of any foreigner I ever knew, and though he is well verfed 
in the art of war, and of invincible courage, having often 
expofed his perfon to great dangers in Hungary, in the Morea, 
on the Rhine, and in Flanders, yet he is naturally of very 
peaceable inclinations. He is a perfect man of bufinefs, 
exaCtly regular in the economy of his revenues, reads all 
difpatches bimfelf at firit hand, and writes moft of his owa 
letters. Ineed give no more particular proof of his frugality 
in laying out the public money, than that all the expences of 
his court (as to eating, drinking, fire and candles, and the 
like) are duly paid every Saturday night. ‘The officers of 
his army receive their pay every month, as likewife his envoys 
in every part of Europe; and all the officers of his houfe- 
hold, with the reft thatare on the civil lift, are cleared off 
every half-year.” 

This Prince underftood Englith fo iil, that the only method 
of communication between him and one of his minitters, 
who could not {peak French, was in bad Latin. On coming 
to the crown of England, he told bis minifter, that as he knew 
very little of the conftitution and cuftoms of England, he 
fhould put himfelf entirely in their hands, and be governed 
by them :** Then,” added he, “ you become completely an- 
{werable for every thing that 1 do,” 

“ Anidle Prince,” fays tac acute Beaumelle, * lets his 
minifters do every thing for him. Kings of a moderate 
capacity 
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capacity with to be their own minifters. Kings of genius 
govern without minifters.” 

This wife Prince knew too well the facrifices of their opi- 
nion to that of the fovereign, which minifters are but too apt 
to make in order to preferve their fituation; and he had too 
much honour to tempt them by their own felfifhnefs and 
defire of aggrandifement, and too much magnanimity to per- 
mit that they, and perhaps the country itfelf, fhould fuffer in 
confequence of his interpofition in a manner unwarranted 
by the conftitution, which with great wifdum takes off all 
refponfibility for meafures of government from the fovercign, 
and places it upon the minifters. A German Nobleman was 
one day congratulating this monarch on his being fovereign 
of this kingdom and of Hanover. “ Rather,” faid he, * con- 
gratulate me on having fuch a fubject in one, as Newton ; 
and fuch a fubject in the other, as Leibnitz.” 





as AR & CU 2. Tf, 


Private in the Berkthire militia, encamped at Sandgate, 

in Kent, was a fhort time ago difcovered to be a female. 
She had ferved in the regiment fix years, without difcovery, 
with great credit; and was remarkable for her cleanlinefs.— 
Her father was boatfwain of a man of war, and when his 
daughter was young, put on her brecches, called her Wile 
liam, and entered her on board his own fhip asa cabin boy. 
Some differences arifing between them, fhe ran away; went 
into the farming line, as keeper of fheep, &c. and at laft entered 
for a foldier. It was obferved, that fhe always flept with her 
breeches and jacket, which were clofe buttoned all round, but 
no fufpicion was ever entertained of her fex, until a quarrel 
happening between her and fome comrades, and threatening to 
cob her—through fear of the punifhment, fhe difclofed herfelf 
to the ferjeant-major’s wife. Her behaviour was fo prudent in 
the regiment, that the officers fub{cribed fomething handfome 
to cloath her preperly, and carry.herhome. She was about 28 
years of age,and of a comely appearance. 





Remarkable INSTANCE of RE-ANIMATION, 


AST week the infant child of Mr. Hafwell, of the Strand, 
was attacked with one of thofe fevers which are inci- 
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dental to children, and to all appearance died.—The fond 
mother, being inconfolable for the lofsof her only child, con 
tinued with the body till the next day, when fhe difcovered 2 
little moifture on the lips of her infant: Procuring medical 
affiftance, and adopting the means recommended by the Hu- 
mane Society in cafes of fufpended animation, the child, in 
about three hours, was reftored alive to the arms of its fond 
parents, and is at this time in perfec health. 





For THE Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
On the PRESENT STATE of the CLERGY. 


[From a late Publication, entitled, Thoughts on the public Du- 
ties of private Life : By Thomas Macdonald, Efq. 


T is too notorious that a refiding, or (as it may not impro- 
perly be expreffed( an effective clergy, is not every where to 
be met wiih. - Nothing certainly is more lamentable than that 
grofs and palpable defertion of a facred duty which may be 
feen in the conduct of many individual members of the church. 
Nothing can afford matter of more wonder to thofe who feel 
with that reverence which is due to fo great and venerable an 
eftablifhment. Where is the true fpirit of ecclefiaftical dif- 
cipline, or exemplary promotion? Is it enough that my Lords 
the Bithops are privately men of fanctity and good morals? 
That their charges to their clergy within their refpective dio- 
cefes are well compofed, and well delivered ; That they will 
not fuffer any grofs violation of decorum to pafs unnoticed 
within their immediate obfervation: That the clergy them- 
felves, collectively confidered, are a learned, valuable, and 
truly reverend body of men? This is not enough. The exe 
ceptions are fo numerous, and fome of them difplay fo much 
infolent difregard .of all decent terms, even of compromite, 
with fociety, that religion is wounded in its vitals 5 and the 
church deprived of its juft influence in the caufe of morality. 
It cannot be otherwife: Shall the good man’s fermon in fup- 
port of the duties of fubordination, or the confcientious vire 
tue of pious habits, efface the {trong impreffion which the idle 
licentious worthleffnefs, or oppreffive bafenefs of fome reves 
rend profligate has imprinted in the minds of the people? 
How is the poor curate who toils and labours in rags for the 
lives of a ftarving family, and the difhoneft eafe of the bloated 
glutton, who lords it over him from fome diftant refidence 5 
Vou XXVI. 651. O how 
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how is this poor and abject man to procure or preferve the 
fmalleft portion of refpect for an eftablifhment which tolerates 
fuch humiliating and mifchievous inequality ; fuch deteftable 
infenfibility on the one hand; fuch fuffering and unmerited 
wretchednels on the other? Oj! it is an evil too monftrous 
for expreffion ; too flagrant for all patient confideration ! 





A pitlurefque Defcription of the. River.Rhine, from its 
Sources in Switzerland to its Entrance, under different 
Names, into the German Ocean: With hiftorical Anec- 
dotes and Refleétions. 


HE celebrated Rhine, the boundary of fo many confie 

derable ftates in Europe, has its fources in the Alps of 

the country of the Grifons, in Switzerland. It is formed of 

two principal ftreams, the Upper Rhine to the Eaft, and the 

Lower Rhine to the Weft. 

The Upper Rhine, which is alfo called the Hinder Rhine, 

iffues from one of the greateft glaciers in all Switzerland, in 
Mount Vogelberg, or the Bird Mountain. 


“c Ruunt de montibus amnes.” 





Virc. 
“ Torrents roll roaring down the mountain’s fides.” 


hofe from the neighbouring mountain of St. Bernardin 
rufh onward to augment the infant ftream, which flows from 
the village of Splugen to Ander, through a mountainous re- 
gion, prcfenting, at every point of view, the moft awful mag- 
nificence of [cenery. It'flows hence to Zillis, and, afterward, 
by the fide of the Via Mala, a road, fo called from the fup- 
pofed difficulties and dangers of pafling through it. Such 
dreadful defcriptions have been given of it by different travel- 
lers, that every new touriit may expect to find it the worft road 
he had ever explored. He will, however, be agreeably de- 
ceived 3; for he will not find it more incommodious than the 
way from Splugen to Ander 5 nor will he onee think it necef« 
fary to difmount from his horfe, except when he choofes to 
itop, to take a nearer view of any particular fcene. The road 
even adauts of carriages. No reaion, therefore, can be ima- 
gined, why this particular way fhould be diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Via Mala, unlefs.tuch defcriptions allude to fore 
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mer times, and modern writers have adopted them as the mere 
echos of ancient travellers. Perhaps the peculiar gloom of 
the valley, through which the road pafles, may have contributed 
to convey thefe ideas of terror-to perfons not accuftomed to 
Alpine-regiors. Indeed, the Via Mala runs through a dark 
and uninhabited valley, overfpread in many parts with thick 
forefts, which admit only a kind of twilight gloom, and fo exe 
ceedingly narrow, that the fteep rocks, which inclofe it, hang 
evers and feem almoft to meet toward their fummits. The 
Rhine foams at the bottom, fometimes not vifible, and fome- 
times faintly glimmering 


« Through darkfome pines, that, o’er the rocks reclin’d, 
6¢ Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind.” 
Pore, 


About three miles from the commencement of the Via 
Mala is a {tone bridge of a fingle arch, thrown acrofs a gulf; 
a fublime fcene, which the traveller will ftop to admire, and 
will leave with regret. The river falls in a beautiful cafcade, 
rolls in a narrow channel at the depth of more than 400 feet 
perpendicular, furioufly dafhes under the bridge, expands itfelf 
intoa wide bafon, and then is loft under a rock, through which 
it has forced a paflage. ‘Lhe impending mountains, partly 
bare, and partly embrowned with firs, caft an awful gloom 
over the gulf below. 

‘The traveller will be greatly ftruck here with a circum- 
ftance, which he may have obferved, indeed, in other vallies 
of Switzerland, but no where in fuch perfection as at this place. 
The Rhine, which is, at prefent, about 400 feet below the 
bridge, feems evidently to have once flowed as high, or even 
higher than the bridge now ftands, to have gradually wora 
away the rock, and excavated the deep channel in which it now 
runs. 

Having pafled this bridge, the traveller proceeds through a 
fubterrancous opening, a few paces in length, which had been 
cut through the overhanging rock; and, a little farther, he 
will crofs a fecond bridge, fimilar to the firft. Hence this 
branch of the Rhine proceeds by Tufis and Furftenau, and 
joins the Upper Rhine at Reichenau. 

To the Lower Rhine two fources are afcribed: The firft, 
called the Vorder Rhein, or Further Rhine, defcends from a 
glacier on the fummit of Mount Badus, and forms a piece of 
water, half a mile in circumference, called the Lake of St. 

O 2 Thomas : 
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Thomas: The fecond, named the Middle Rhine, iffues from 
Mount St. Barnabas, They are both infignificant rivulets till 
their jun@ion below Difentis, when the Upper Rhine is not 
larger than the Hinder Rhine. It pafles by Llants, the capital 
of the Grey League, flowing through the valley of Sopra Selva, 
in a rapid and fhallow ftream, which forms repeated cataracts. 
The valley of Sopra Selva, which is the moft populous of the 
Grey League, extends from Mount St. Gothard to Reiche~ 
nau, where, as before obferved, the Upper and Lower Rhine 
unite. 

At Reichenau, are two curious bridges, built by the nephew 
of Ulric Grubenman, the felf taught architect of the cele 
brated bridges of Schaffhaufen and Wettingen. The firft, 
which is thrown acrofs the Hinder Rhine, meafures 105 feet. 
The fecond is built acrofs the Rhine, below the point of union, 
and forms a very beautiful objeé&t. It is a wooden bridge, of a 
fingle arch, covered like that of Schaffhaufen; and the fpan 
of the arch ts 220 feet in length. 

From Reichenau, the Rhine paffes within a mile of Coirc, 
the capital of the country of the Grifons, the environs of which 
are dclightful. The plain, through which the Rhine rapidly 
flows, is richly diverfified with corn and pafture ; the hills, 
gradually floping to the foot of the mountains, are covered 
with vines, which yield wine of an agreeable flavour, but not 
ftrong. The.points of view vary furprifingly, from agreeable 
to romantic, from romantic to wild. The river begins here to 
be navigable for rafts, and merchandife is tranfported by it to- 
ward Lindau and Zuric. After pafling by Mayenfield, Sar- 
gans, Werdenberg, and Sax, and forming the boundary be- 
tween the Rheintal, or Valley of the Rhine, and the Circle of 
Auftria, it enters the lake of Conftance, below Rheinec, the 
capital of this valley. This lake is one of the largeft in Swit- 
zerland, and feparates it from Suabia. It is divided into three 
parts: The upper part, which is the largeft, is alfo called the 
Boden See: That in the middle is named the Bodmer See : 
And the lower part is denominated the Unter See, the Zeller 
See, or the Lake of Zell. The Lake of Conftance, including 
its three divifions, is about twelve leagues in its greateft length, 
and four in its greateft breadth. On its banks are the towns 
of Zell, Uberlingen, Merpurg, Buchorn, and Lindau, in Sua- 
bia 3 of Bregens, in the Tirol; and of Rofchach and Arbon, 
in Switzerland. At Merfpurg it is 300 fathoms deep, It is 
well ftored with fith, with which a great trade is carried on ; 
quantities of them being fent pickled as far as Vienna. The 
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veflels employed on this lake are from 120 to 150 tons bur- 
den. Its environs are pleafant and well cultivated, its borders 
confifting of gentle-rifing hills. Itis furrounded by a number 
of towns, villages, caftles, monafteries, &c. The jurifdiction 
of thislake belongs partly tothe Houfe of Auftria; and partly 
to the eight ancient cantons, fovereigns of Thurgau; and to 
the Abbat of St. Gall. Their limits were determined by a 
treaty concluded in 1685, with the Emperor Leopold. 

Between its outlet at the Weltern extremity of the Boden 
See, and its entrance into the Ealtern extremity of the lake of 
Zell, the Rhine, on its left bank, forms a delightful fituation 
for the city of Conftance, within the limits of Suabia, oppofite 
to which is Peterhaufen. A fufceptible mind wil] be much 
affefted with the folitary appearance of a town, once fo floue 
rifhing in commerce, and fo celebrated in hiftory. A dead 
ftillneis reigns throughout; grafs grows in the principal ftreets 5 
in a word, it wears the melancholy afpeét of being aloft to- 
tally deferted ; and fearcely contains 3000 iuhabitants. I¢ 
has experienced a melancholy reverfe of fortune: Supported 
by thealliance of Zuric and Bafle, the inhabitants had expelled 
their Bifhop, and embraced the Reformation. But the Protef- 
tant cantons having been worfted in 1531, and the league of 
Smalkald, of which Conflance was.a-member, having beea 
defeated by Charles V, the town was obliged to (ubmit to the 
Emperor, and to readmit the Catholic religion, From this 
period, it loft its independence, and being neglected by the 
houfe of Auftria, fell by degrees, into its prefent almott anai-« 
hilated ftate, exhibiting to fome of the neighbouring Swifs 
cantons an inftruct:ve contraft, which muft fenfibly endear 
to them their owa invaluable happinels, in the commerce and 
liberties which they enjoy. 

(To be continued.) 





An ANECDOTE. 


HE following affeing narration is given by Mifs Helen 
Maria Williams, who is lately returned from France: 

“ On fome occafions the genuine feeling of nature burft 
forth amidft the ftupified terror that had frozenevery heart. A 
law had lately pafled, obliging every merchant to infcribe on 
his door the ftock of merchandize in his warehoufe, under the 
penalty of death, A wine-merchant, whofe affairs had called 
him hattily into the country entrulted the bufinefs of the infcripe 
tion 
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tion to his fon, who from ignorance or negligence, for it was 
clearly proved that there exifted no intention of fraud, had 
omitted to affix the declaration in the precife words of the 
Jaw. The confcientious jury of the revolutionary tribunal 
condemned him to death, prefuming on the counter-revo- 
futionary intention in this cafe from the ad, though they were 
jn general accuftomed for want of other evidence, to find the 
aét by guefling at the intention, The ‘innocent prifoner had 
prepared himfelf for death, when the minifter of juftice, ins 
formed of the cafe, wrote to the Convention, demanding a ref- 

ite. His letter had not been half read before the hall refounded 
with the cry of “ reptieve, reprieve !” and fearing that the act 
of pardon would arrive too late, the Convention, difpenfing 
with the ufual formalities, not only fent its -officers and part of 
the military force, but great numbers of the deputies rufhed 
out to ftopthe execution, The officer who received the order 
firft, with which he flew towards the Place of the Revolution, 
told me, that on his coming out of the Convention he faw the 
Scaffold reared and the crowd aflembled. He had fcarcely 
reached the firft tree of the vifta when he faw the fatal knife 
Uefcend ; he redoubled his fpeed, but before he got to the end 
of the walk another: head had fallen: A third perfon had 
mounted the feaffold, bat the voice of the meflenger was too 
weak, from the’ efforts he had made to ‘reach the fpot, to be 
noticed by the multitude. Tite fourth had afcended when he 
gained the place, rufhed through the crowd, called to the exes 
cutioner, and leaped“ on the fetaffold. The prifoner had been 
ftripped, his fhoulders were bare, and he was already tied to the 
plank, when the cry of * reprieve’’ burft forth. “The officer 
enquired his name, which the young man toldhim. “ Alas! 
you are not the perfon,” he replied’ The prifoner fubmitted 
calmly tohis fate. ‘+ The bearer of the reprieve, who is a 
perfon of a very benevolent dilpofition, declared that he never 
feltfo acute a pang as when he was compelled to turn away 
from this unfortunate vitim. “He Haftened, however, to the 
prifon, where he found the perfon who was reprieved awaiting 
the return of thecart and the exccutioner, his hair cut and his 
hands tied, to be led to death at another part of the city where 
his huufe ftood. A wife and nine children were deploring 
the miferable lofs. of a hufband and a father, when the officer 
who had brought the tidings of life to the priloner, went, at 
his requeft, to carry them tohis diftracted family. I nced. not 
defcribe what he related tome of the fcene—your heart will 
scadily fill up the picture.” 


9 Remarkable 
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Remarkable Infiances of Luxury in the ancient Perfian 
Kings. 


7 HE Perfians were ever the moft eminent of all mankind 
for luxury; their Princes fpent the winter at Sufa, the 
fummer at Ecbatanz. According to Arittobulus and Chares, 
Sufa received its name from the agreeablenefs of its fituation : 
Sufa in Greek meansa lilly. Thefe monarchs fpent their au- 
tumn at Perfepolis, andthe reft of the yearat Babylon. The 
very mark of diftin€tion which the Perfian Princes wear around 
their brow, exhibits a proof of their voluptuoufnefs. Accord- 
ing to Dinon it is compofed of myrrh and perfumed with la- 
byzen, which is a delightful aromatic, and much more coftly 
than myrrh. The fame perfon writes, that when the King 
defcends from his chariot, he does not leap to the ground, 
though the diftance be as fmall as poflible; neither does he 
reft upon any one’s arms, but a footftool of gold is.raifed to 
him, by help of which he alights : For this purpofe the roya 
ftoolbearer is always athand. Heraclides of Cuma, in his 
firft book of Perfian Hiftory, thus writes: “ The King is 
conitantly guarded by three hundred women, who flept in the 
day, that they may watch during the night. During the night 
they fing and play, furrounded with a number of lights; with 
thefe the King has frequent communication by means of his 
Melophoroi. Thefe lait are chofen from his body guards, and 
are Perfians by birth; they have golden apples at the end of 
their {pears, are a thoufand in number, and are feleGed on 
account of their valour from ten thoufand, which the Perfians 
cali the immortal band. The King paffes through the midit of 
hefe on foot, tr eading on the rich cz arpets of Bardia, ~ n which 
none but the {i wereign is permitted to walk : When he com 
to the laft apartment he afcends his chariot tf, or occationally 
nounts his horie, but he muft never be fe en siieuaicde e 
onfoot. When he goes to the chafe 5 
concubines. ‘The throne on whicht e fits toadmi 
is of folid gold, fupported by four near rae which sire - of gold, 
nented with precious ftones, beneath which is {pread 





and orna: 
a carpet of variegated purple,” 
Athenzus, in his fixth book, makes mention of fome fee 
male flaves, firft called Colacides, and afterwards Climacides ; 
whofe office it was, to become as it werea ftepiadder to their 
miftrefles when they afcend their chariots or mounted on horfe- 
back. Cafaubon’s note on this paflage is alfo worth con 
fulting. His words are thus tranflated: The firft of thefe 


g 
~ . 
Climacides 
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Climacides ftood ere&, the fecond bent themfelves a little, the 
third and fourth fomewhat lower, the laft refted on their kiiee. 
He goes on to {peak of a defcription of female flaves in the 
ifland of Samos, who affifted greatand noble ladies to get on 
horfeback, “ dextra manu ad illarum lumbos admota,” Eulta- 
thius, after reciting the above words of Athenzus, adds, that 
in his time there were perfons who made themfelves fteps for 
others to get on horfeback. 

The infolent Sapor, King of Perfia, made this ufe of the 
Emperor Valerian,whom he had vanquifhed and made prifoner. 
The fact is thus tranflated by Gibbon : 

“ Weare told that Valerian in chains, but invefted with 
the imperial purple, was expofed to the multitude a conftant 
fpeftacle of fallen greatnefs, and that whenever the Perfian 
monarch mounted on horfeback, he placed his foot on the neck 
of a Roman Emperor.” 





MAGNANIMITY of LOUIS the FOURTEENTH. 


N the midft of his misfortunes, the outcry of all France, 
the infults of his enemies, and the fatires which daily events 
feemed to jultify, Lewis alone fupported his courage. He had 
been intoxicated by profperity, but he merits the title of Great, 
more for his unfhaken firmnefs in adverfity, than for 40 years 
of victory. The lofs of almoft his whole family, of whom 
death had bereaved him at an untimely period of their lives, 
feemed more to afflict him than to daunt his courage. “ You 
fee in what a fituation we are,” faid he to Maretchal Villars, 
when the latter took leave of him to go to the army in Flan 
ders, ** feek the enemy and give them battle.” “ Sir, it is 
your laft army.”"—“ It does not fignify! I do not infift on 
your beating, but on your attacking them. If the battle be 
loft, write the news only to me. I thall mount my horfe, and 
ride through Paris with your letter in my hand. I know the 
French. I will bring you 200,000 men, and bury myfelf 
with them under the ruins of the monarchy.” 





4 REFLECTION. 


HEN love and its pleafures have entirely filled up the 
fpace of youth, the following epocha of life has neither 


taftes nor defires, 
REMARKS 
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REMARKS on HISTORY. 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 


ie your Entertainer for July 13, 1795, are fome very judi« 

dicious remarks on the deficiencies of all the hiftories we 
put into the hands of young people, particularly the Roman, ia 
pointing out to them the ridiculous fuperftitions, the fabulous 
legends with which it abounds, and the real defects of its go- 
vernment, with along et cetera, that moft afluredly ought to be 
pointed out to youth, in thefe more enlightened ages of the 
world, But the writer finifhes with recommending the Abbe 
Millot as the hiftorian who is moft proper for young people, 
though not entirely coming up to his idea, It ought to be 
known, however, Mr, Printer, that whoever puts Millot into 
young people’s hands hazards much more than filling them 
with too favourable an idea of the antient Romans, ora belief 
in popular legends or fuperftitions. Millot will guard them 
againft that. But he will, at the fame time, take care to in- 
finuate ideas that fhall tend to lead the mind to difcredit the 
Seriptures, and prepare it for that wretched philofophy, that 
firt iffuing from France, now threatens tenfold more dea 
ftruction to the human race chan armies of crowned defpots, or 
convention of uncrowned tyrants can ever accomplifh, 


INDEX. 





Anfer, by J. Abelly of St. Auftell, to A, Smith's Rebus, ine 
ferted April 13. 


HE garment held in great renown, 


Mutt furely be the ufeful GOWN. 


*{* Wehave received the like anfwer from J. T. of Langs 
port; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; P.of Dorict; W. Brewer, 
of Taunton; W. Hawkias, of Deptford, in Kent; W. S. of 
Ivy-bridge; H.C. Grange, of Teingmouth; John Bodkin, of 
Heathftuck; a conftant correfpondemt, at Plymoutn Dock 5 
J. Bingham, W, Ball, andG. Wilkins, of Plymouth; A, J. 
of Sherborne; N. Coles, of Crediton; William Brewer, of 
‘Taunton; and a pupil of Mr. Tucker’s fchool at Heyctefbury, 
Wilts. 

Vou. XXVI, 651. P Anfutry 
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Anfwer, by Fuventus, of Plymouth Dock, to Hermes’s Ana- 
gram, inferted April 13. 


NGAR, an Effex town fele&; 
Tranfpos’d, an ORGAN you'll detect; 
Again tranfpos’d, a different way, 
A GROAN ’twill inftantly difplay ; 
Tranfpos’d once more, and addan E, 
An ORANGE jou will furely fee. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hawkins, 
of Deptford, in Kent; Rufticus, of Exeter; W. Hoare, of 
Exeter; William Hoare, of Dean Prior; H. C. Granger, of 
Teingmouth; J. Abell, of St. Auftell; J. T. and J. K. of 
Langport; Clericus, and William Brewer, of Taunton; P. 
of Dorfetthire; G. Wilkins, W. Ball, and John Bingham, of 
Plymouth ; anda conftant correfpondent of Plymouth Dock. 





A QUESTION, by a Pupil of Mr. Tucker's School at Hey= 
tefbury, in Wilts, 


eB ee is a field in Heytefbury in the form of a long 


fquare, or regular parallelogram; the breadth is to the 
Jength as 5 is to 7, andthe area is = 61740 poles: Required 
the length and the breadth of the field ? 





A REBUS, Jy W. Nedwab, of Plymouth Dack. 
Britith General firft define, 


Whofe fame in viétory’s annals thine ; 
A mathematician next produce, 
That flourifh'd once in Syracule ; 
Thirdly, an animal expound, 
That’s oft in ancient buildings found; 
A fovereign title then impart, 
That reigns in every Briton’s heart : 
The initials rightly join’d | know, 
My brother’s Chriftian name will fhow. 
RII RHOK OK HORAK ONO ROK HK HEME 
+*+ The bagatelles of Curiofus have been Sitherto treated with 
due attention, They will be jtill more acceptable, if he will take 
more care to render his productions correé?, and not fend them till he 


bas rendered them as perfect as he<ane 
POETRY. 
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Lines on reading an Anecdote of Mr. Paul Dutton recorded in 


Page 457 of the 25th Volume of the Entertainer. 


ING ye, who will of war and war’s alarms, 
Of furious nations ruthing into arms; 
Sing ye the horrors of thofe blood: ftain’d fields, 
Where Mars alott the fword of vengeance wields ; 
Where men, like monfters, furious battle wage, 
And feek each other’s life with bloody rage; 


Be fuch the theme of thofe whofe breafts ne’er know, 


jy for man’s good, or pity for his woe. 

ut fuch my mufe difd.ins, and juftly {corns 
To flatter thofe whom nothing good adorns ; 
She cifregards the critic’s {mile or frown ; 

She feeks not fame, nor doth fhe court renown $ 
But joys to pay the twibute of applaufe 

To thofe engag’d in heav’nly virtue’s caufe ; 
She hails the worthies of our native lan1: 

But chiefly thee, who wich the firft doch ftand ; 
Great Dutton thou! who nobly {corning gain, 
Stretch’d forth thine hand to mitigate the pain 
Of tieill fated poor, eas’d their diftrefs, 

And f{corn’d in need the wretched to opprefs ; 
Bluth, bluth, ye proud, ye rich with fhame behold, 
Such acts refleé&t more honour than your gold; 
Not all your pomp of wealth can e’er beftow, 
Such comfort to the heart, or bid it glow 

With rapture fuch as doth the good man prove, 
‘When thus envag’d in works of focial love. 

Nor can the iervile praifeof thofe who wait, 

On the prouc man by fome miitcalled great, 
F’er yield fuch rapture to the gen’rovs mind, 

As that in which we true affection find; 

Such is thy lot, great Dutton, fuch the praife, 
Thiat’s due to thee, and fuch mankind thall -raife ; 
The prayers of the needy fhall attend 

Thee throughout life, nor with this life thall end, 
Bat fhall attend thee to Jehovah's throne, 

Where every deed is regifter’d and known. 


D. GILL. } 


Briftal, Fuly 5, 17980 4 
Anticipation, 
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Anticipation, or a~Prefentiment of a General Peace. 


ISCORD! avaunt! hide thy diminifh’d head; 
Shake not thofe locks imbru’d with human gore; 
See juftice on thy bloody footiteps tread ! 
Fiend ! thou art caught; thy triumph is no more. 


Ambition! hence! thy temporifing wiles, 

Thy haughty boatls and threat’nings are.in vain ; 
Fortune not always on the daring {miles ; 

Oh pride! how flatter’d, yet how fhort thy reign ! 


Ye defpots! demagogues! your projects bold, 
To wealth direéted, and che love of pow’r, 
Time hath develop’d, providence controul’d : 
Rulers of darknefs! this is not your hour! 


Oh! Pruffia! Proteus !— Faith, the gem of Kings, 
Hatt thou not tarnifh’d ?—fhame to princely fouls ! 

Ab! whence with France thy {ep’rate union fprings ? 
Froma kind with to {ubjugate the Poles ? 


When the great pow’rs on earth dire war purfue, 
(War ever as an evil underftood) 

An unfeen hand oft turns the fatal view 
Of mad ambition unto gen’ral good. 


Sated with blood, exhaufted with expence, 
Remorte for crimes ev’n harden’d Gallia feels : 
Fury, that yields to cool returning fenfe, 
Her heart no more againit foft mercy fteels. 


Britain hath valour in full ftrength difplay’d, 
She rules, and e’er will rule, the azure main 3 
But mutt the, by her falfe aliies betray’d, 
With lives and treafure Germany maintain ? 


May free born Britons, joining hand in hand, 
Sweet concord’s univerfal bleflings know! 
May peace {ptead plenty o’er this happy land, 
And commerce through her richeft channels flow ! 
WILLIAM WAINHOUSL. 


Badgworth, near Axbridzge, Somerfet, May 2, 1795. 





Oz TH OU GH iT. 


AY, bufy tenant of the human breatt, 
S Who can controul, or bid thy labour reft? 
Who can impede thy foaring active courte ? 
Tis not in argument or mental force 
Thy involuntary wanderingsto rettrain, 
Or raze thy heedlefs errors from the brain. 








